What is Cascadia Research?
Cascadia Research is a non-profit, tax-exempt (recognized by the IRS under501c3) scientific and education organization based in Olympia, Washington, USA. We were founded in 1979 primarily to conduct research needed to manage and protect threatened marine mammals. 
Who is Hui Malama?
Hui Malama na Mea a Kane is a project-based learning program for middle school students at Hawaii Academy of Arts & Sciences Public Charter School in Puna, Hawaii.  We stress high academics while caring for our community, engaging in active environmental stewardship, and fostering cultural awareness.
What is the false killer whale?
The false killer whale is a marine mammal that we honestly don’t know that much about.  Often grouped with other “black fishes,” the Pseudorca crassidens has not been widely studied.  There are two main populations, one pelagic and one that makes its home in Hawaii.  They say this special creature got its name because it looks like an orca, or killer whale.  Scientists like Robin Baird are learning more and more about the highly endangered false killer whale, and they are working to increase public awareness about its plight.
What is the threat to this animal?
False killer whales eat the big fish people like to eat, like tuna, which puts us in competition with them.  Sometimes they get caught in fishing lines or nets, or they swallow fish hooks.  According to Robin Baird, false killer whales are the most frequently “taken” species by the longline fishing industry.  Sometimes they are inadvertently hurt by boats, or purposefully shot by fishermen to keep them from taking fish.  We are just beginning to understand that false killer whale adult males show high levels of PCBs.
Why should I care?
Everything we are learning about this amazing animal tells us that we should care.   This is the only marine mammal that we know of that shares food…yep, they actually catch a fish, take it back to their friends, and pass it around, each taking a bite and passing it on.  False killer whales have thrown fish on board fishing boats, sharing their catch with the people on deck.  The specialized group of false killer whales that calls Hawaii home and doesn’t leave our waters is a real kama’aina!  They deserve our respect and protection.
What can I do to help?
Spread the word!  If you know fishermen, encourage the use of circle hooks, and discourage them from killing false killer whales.  Give this information to your local government representative and tell them you care.  Contact the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary (and tell them you want to add false killer whales to the list of species that are counted.  Sign the petitions put out by Hui Malama students requesting that Hawaii designates the Pseudorca crassidens as our state’s official whale.  Tell a friend (.
Want to know more?
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Cascadia Research:

www.cascadiaresearch.org 
1-360-943-7325

HI Humpback Whale NMS:
Pacific Islands Region
726 South Kihei Road
Kihei, HI 96753
Phone: (808) 879-2818
Fax: (808) 874-3815

Hui Malama:
huimalama0910@gmail.com
Randi Brennon, lead teacher, randi.brennon@gmail.com

Kids from Hui Malama na Mea a Kane, in partnership with Robin Baird, urge you to learn more about… 
Hawaii’s False Killer whale
Pseudorca crassidens
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